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CLUB COMMITTEES: 
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N0REA/WB0GXD/KB0QKH/N0GR 

Field Day:  KA0RLR 

Hamfest:    W0TYG 

Ham Testing: N0REA 

Estate Sales:  KA0RLR 

 

Greetings fellow Hammers.  It’s getting onto May 

of 2021. We survived the “pandemic” and are still 

here.   

On March 20th, SWIARC had a flea market at 

WA0ZQG Rich’s QTH.  Turnout was on the 

smaller side, but it was a lot of fun.  As far as 

equipment goes, there was quite a bit of stuff for 

sale.   

2 door prizes were given away.  One being a 

Baofeng UV-6r Handheld, and the other being a 

nice decorative 

dagger.  All in all, it was a really good time.  

Lincoln is scheduled to have the state hamvention 

in June on the 19th, and, as of now it is still on.   

 

 

 

ANYTONE D878 RADIO SETUP: 
I went on the 19th of March to Fremont to the 

QTH of 2 ham operator friends to program their 

Anytone D878UV radios.   

 These radios, depending upon the supplier 

from which you purchase them, will ship them in 

what is called “maintenance mode”, and, with the 

keypad locked. 

 The following is the way to unlock the 

radio, update the firmware, and load a codeplug. 

Okay, the first step is to go online to Bridgecom 

systems. Com and go to their support page.  

Download the cps version 1.22 which is the latest. 

This contains the firmware for the radio as well.  

  Now extract the zip file and install the cps 

onto the computer.  Once installed, open the 

program.  Connect your radio to the computer.  

Click on the set tab and set your com port.  Then, 

read from the radio.  Once you have done that, 

click on the optional settings tab on the left side 

and go to key functions.  Under that tab, make 

sure that all of the key lock functions are turned 

off. 

 Now that that is done write it to the radio 

so that the radio is now unlocked.  Once unlocked, 

re-read from the radio.   

 Now click on the plus sign next to the 

digital tab on the left side, and then click on 

digital id.  Here you must put in your digital id 

and call sign in order to load the codeplug. 

 From here you can either create a 

codeplug, or go to Bridgecomsystems.com and 

download an existing codeplug, and write that to 

the radio.  Once you have written the codeplug to 

the radio, you are all set to make digital contacts 

via DMR.  The Worldwide English and North 



America are usually the easiest to make contacts 

on. 

Enjoy. 

 

 

ARTICLE SUBMISSION: 
I am always on the hunt for good articles for the 

newsletter.  Anything that could be considered 

Ham Radio related.  It could be about storm 

spotting, SDR, a new rig, repeaters, DMR or any 

other version of Digital that you want to write 

about.  It’s up to you.  It does not have to be long, 

just give me the gist of what you want, and some 

details and I can help you write up your article. 

Or write it yourself and email it to me at: 

newsletter@swiradio.org 

 

UPCOMING EVENTS: 

APRIL 10, 2021- First meetup at Lake Manawa. 

JUNE 19, 2021-Nebraska State Hamvention in 

Lincoln Ne. 

JUNE 26,27, 2021- Field Day event worldwide 

JULY 10, 2021- Hamfest for Pioneer Amateur 

Radio Club in North Bend Ne. 

 

 

 

FCC HAS NOT INSTITUTED  

HAM LICENSE FEES 

 

 There has been a lot of discussion 

indicating that the FCC has started to institute 

fees for amateur radio licenses.  That is not the 

case.  Here is the information from the ARRL 

legal counsel, Dave Siddall, K3ZJ: 

 

 The FCC fees Report and Order 

adopted last December was published in the 

Federal Register.  I want to note to everyone 

that although generally the rules take effect on 

April 19th, collection of the amateur fees will 

NOT begin on that date. 

 The effective date for new amateur 

radio fees has not yet been established.  The 

FCC explicitly states in the published Notice 

(at p. 15061, para 44,) that the fees "will not 

take effect until the requisite notice has been 

provided to Congress, the FCC's information 

technology systems and internal procedures 

have been updated, and the Commission 

publishes notices in the Federal Register 

announcing the effective date of such rules."  

 I expect that the effective date will be 

some time this summer, but in any event we 

will have advance notice. 

   73, Dave K3ZJ 

 

 

 

 

ANTENNA BUILDING 

PARTY 

 

As mentioned in a recent NET, Arrow Antennas 

offers a "club project" to build one of their J-Pole 

antennas.   

The kit comes with all of the parts to build 10 

complete dual band J-Pole antennas for 2m/70cm,  

and, they are pre-tuned with SWR no greater than 

1.2 to 1.   

This would be a wonderful project for the club to 

do say on a Saturday morning at Lake Manawa.   

Cost is $38.50 per antenna.  So lets get enough 

people together and have some fun making some 

J-Pole antennas. 

 

FIELD DAY!!!!!!!!! 

As of the 20th of  April, we now have a location 

for Field Day 2021.   

This years Field Day will be held at KD0NME, 

George's QTH.  He has 3 acres with an enclosed 

Gazeebo for us to use along with huge tents and 

outdoor cooking facilities.  He was very gracious 

in saying yes to us.   

SWIARC owes him a huge thank you for this. 

 

Well, til next month, 73s to all. 

Rick, KA0RLR 

editor, printed circuit 
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There are still quite a few items left from the 

estate of Mike Donovan.  A lot of test equipment, 

most of it vintage, some coax, and some antennas 

including a 2 meter beam, a 6 meter inverted A, 

and a 10 meter.  There are some dipoles, and 

various mobile antennas.   

There is also a pair of Motorola handheld radios 

with chargers, a 10 meter Azden, and an older 

kenwood 2 meter radio, along with a few various 

radios .  There are some vintage police scanner 

radios, the crystal type, in very good condition, 

and some various items in tubs. 

Plans at this time are to have a garage sale at their 

QTH on Memorial Day weekend.   

Details to follow.  

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

         
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 


